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Dear readers,

It is easy to feel discouraged when looking at the news these days — but giving in to
fear is not an option. Our work towards a sustainability transformation continues. And
there is good news to share: public participation often has the reputation of slowing
things down. Yet the RIFS research project BePart shows that participation does not
delay energy transition projects — on the contrary, it helps to resolve conflicts and build
acceptance.

Another widespread belief is that ambitious sustainability policies threaten freedom
and wellbeing. Our researchers at RIFS counter this myth in a new video and blog
post.

You can read more about these and other aspects of our work in this newsletter. I
would also like to draw your attention to the upcoming annual conference of the
German Council for Sustainable Development on 10 November, which will feature a

wide range of exciting topics and discussions.

Find out more about our work and activities at RIFS in this newsletter. If you have any
questions, please do not hesitate to contact us: media@rifs-potsdam.de.

Best regards from Potsdam,

The Press & Communications Team
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PS: To learn more about our work between the newsletters, you can follow us on
LinkedIn, Mastodon or visit our website.

Interview

Make the Invisible Visible

RIFS Fellow Angela Lee is a Franco—Hong Kong architect and professor whose work
connects design, ecology, materials, and participatory practice. She leads Studio HAAU
— which means “fermentation” in Cantonese — a cross-disciplinary design and research
office that practises at the intersection of Architecture, Urbanism, Landscape, and
Systemic Design. In this interview we talk about her research, her project at RIFS, and
her forthcoming appearance at Berlin Science Week on 9 November 2025.

Learn more

Final Report Policy Paper

Public Participation Is Not Holding Policy Recommendations for

Back the Energy Transition Effective Climate Action in Albania
Public participation is not slowing the Albania has committed to strengthening
energy transition. On the contrary, it its climate protection measures under
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helps resolve conflicts and build various UN agreements. A RIFS Policy
acceptance, making participation a Paper offers recommendations on how
worthwhile investment. This is the the country can develop and implement a
conclusion of a new report published by strategy that is tailored to its national

the RIFS, ECOLOG Institute, Citizens’ context — one that empowers citizens,
Energy Alliance, and Renewables Grid strengthens institutions, and supports
Initiative. The report draws on findings long-term climate resilience.

from the joint research project “Quo Learn more

vadis, participation? How participation
affects energy projects” (BePart).
Learn more

VIDEO

Mythos auf
dem Prufstand:
Gefahrdet
eine entschlossene
Nachhaltigkeitspolitik
Freiheit und
Wohlergehen?

Ao @

Video (with English subtitles)

Dispelling the Myth: Making the Case for Ambitious Sustainable
Consumption Policies

“Strong policies for sustainable consumption threaten our freedom and well-being.
They will never be accepted.” That's what we're told, especially by right-wing actors. Is
that true? What if decisive action could create a better, fairer world for everyone,
rather than restricting us? How can this myth be debunked and real change brought
about? Lea Becker and Paula Berendt from RIFS summarize key arguments and explain
why strong policies for sustainable consumption are essential to protect freedom and
enable a good life for all.

Learn more

PUBLICATIONS

RIFS Study

Evaluation von Tempo 30: Luftqualitdt. Zwischenbericht
Caseiro, A., Ritter, D., Janssen, 1., Schmitz, S., Vega Garcia,
L., Venkatraman Jagatha, J., von Schneidemesser, D., von
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Evaluation von
Tempo 30:
Luftqualitat

Zwischenbericht

Potsdam, September 2025
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% FORUM
POUR LAVENIR

Le « Forum » : un outil pour dialoguer et
transformer nos sociétés
Mode d'emploi

RIFS Study 22 o
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- Dialog mit
Eine Anleitung zum Nachmachen
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Schneidemesser, E. (2025)

RIFS Brochure

BePart — Zur Wirkung von Beteiligung in der Energiewende
Mey, F.,, Ebersbach, B., Holstenkamp, L., Kriel, C., Meese, L.,
Rokitta, L.-M. (2025)

RIFS Brochure

Le « Forum »: un outil pour dialoguer et transformer nos
sociétés - Mode d’emploi

Utz, 1., Spinrath, T. E., Eckardt, L., Davenas, M. (2025)

RIFS Brochure

Resonanzraume — Dialog mit Ergebnissen: Eine Anleitung
zum Nachmachen

Davenas, M., Eckardt, L., Spinrath, T. E., Utz, J. (2025)

RIFS Brochure
Zukunft gemeinsam gestalten: Flinf Thesen fiir den
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deutsch-franzosischen Dialog
Davenas, M., Eckardt, L., Spinrath, T. E., Utz, J. (2025)

A Selection of
our Latest Scientific Publications

DOWNLOAD

NEW ON THE RIFS BLOG

ﬂ Enjoying Vegetables and Lending a Hand: What
’:j Strengthens Participation in Community-Supported
N’ Agriculture?

4 ) : Hannah-Charlotte Schwering, Armin-Laszlo Halbach

Dispelling the Myth: Making the Case for Ambitious
Sustainable Consumption Policies
Lea Melissa Becker, Paula J. Berendt & Doris Fuchs

Turquois X: Innovation for a Blue-Green Economy
Florian Lennert, Christina Camier

TO THE BLOG

EVENTS
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07.10.2025

15.10.2025

22.10.2025

28.10.2025 -
29.10.2025

01.11.2025

09.11.2025

09.11.2025

19.11.2025
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Webinar
Noise nuisance in a city that never sleeps

Fachgespréach
Wie fordern wir einen nachhaltigen Wasserstoff-Hochlauf?

Online-Event
Governance for a Sustainable Hydrogen Ramp-Up: Insights from
the Asia-Pacific

Conference
Industrial decarbonization and hydrogen: The politics and
economics of sustainable structural transformation

Berlin Science Week
Beyond Profit: Redefining Business for Social Value &
Sustainability

Berlin Science Week
Whose knowledge counts? A food laboratory

Berlin Science Week
Tracing the Invisible: Walking the Energeocene

Workshop
International Men'’s Day 2025: Supporting Men and Boys — A
Deeper Conversation on Leadership, Gender, and Growing Up

RIFS Conference 2025
Tough Conversations in Tough Times

07.10.2025, 11:48


https://mailcluster.wegewerk.com/c/161/8627455/1234/0/17302184/1653/526966/08a09e6a8e.html
https://mailcluster.wegewerk.com/c/161/8627455/1234/0/17302184/1653/526966/08a09e6a8e.html
https://mailcluster.wegewerk.com/c/161/8627455/1234/0/17302184/1653/526112/b895210913.html
https://mailcluster.wegewerk.com/c/161/8627455/1234/0/17302184/1653/526112/b895210913.html
https://mailcluster.wegewerk.com/c/161/8627455/1234/0/17302184/1653/526968/e75b92bcbd.html
https://mailcluster.wegewerk.com/c/161/8627455/1234/0/17302184/1653/526968/e75b92bcbd.html
https://mailcluster.wegewerk.com/c/161/8627455/1234/0/17302184/1653/526968/e75b92bcbd.html
https://mailcluster.wegewerk.com/c/161/8627455/1234/0/17302184/1653/526968/e75b92bcbd.html
https://mailcluster.wegewerk.com/c/161/8627455/1234/0/17302184/1653/526080/83b45e9781.html
https://mailcluster.wegewerk.com/c/161/8627455/1234/0/17302184/1653/526080/83b45e9781.html
https://mailcluster.wegewerk.com/c/161/8627455/1234/0/17302184/1653/526080/83b45e9781.html
https://mailcluster.wegewerk.com/c/161/8627455/1234/0/17302184/1653/526080/83b45e9781.html
https://mailcluster.wegewerk.com/c/161/8627455/1234/0/17302184/1653/526970/ea7fd99c45.html
https://mailcluster.wegewerk.com/c/161/8627455/1234/0/17302184/1653/526970/ea7fd99c45.html
https://mailcluster.wegewerk.com/c/161/8627455/1234/0/17302184/1653/526970/ea7fd99c45.html
https://mailcluster.wegewerk.com/c/161/8627455/1234/0/17302184/1653/526970/ea7fd99c45.html
https://mailcluster.wegewerk.com/c/161/8627455/1234/0/17302184/1653/526972/77d1283a41.html
https://mailcluster.wegewerk.com/c/161/8627455/1234/0/17302184/1653/526972/77d1283a41.html
https://mailcluster.wegewerk.com/c/161/8627455/1234/0/17302184/1653/526974/aa8f2ea71b.html
https://mailcluster.wegewerk.com/c/161/8627455/1234/0/17302184/1653/526974/aa8f2ea71b.html
https://mailcluster.wegewerk.com/c/161/8627455/1234/0/17302184/1653/526100/1f3efb5fab.html
https://mailcluster.wegewerk.com/c/161/8627455/1234/0/17302184/1653/526100/1f3efb5fab.html
https://mailcluster.wegewerk.com/c/161/8627455/1234/0/17302184/1653/526100/1f3efb5fab.html
https://mailcluster.wegewerk.com/c/161/8627455/1234/0/17302184/1653/526100/1f3efb5fab.html
https://mailcluster.wegewerk.com/c/161/8627455/1234/0/17302184/1653/526082/48993ae92c.html
https://mailcluster.wegewerk.com/c/161/8627455/1234/0/17302184/1653/526082/48993ae92c.html

RIFS Newsletter / October 2025

7 von 7

03.12.2025 -
05.12.2025

Want to learn more about
us and our research?

TO OUR WEBSITE
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