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Overview 

i. Short introduction: What is the „Social 
Sustainability Barometer for the German 
Energiewende“?  

ii. Presentation of main findings with regard to: 
 The Energiewende in general and its objectives. 
 The political implementation of the Energiewende. 
 A fair distribution of costs. 
 The expansion of wind onshore. 
 The performance of the political decision makers. 
 Individual contribution to the energy transition. 

iii. Conclusion 
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Our methodological approach 

 
 Combination of quantitative and qualitative methods 

 
 Internet-based, representative survey: more than 7,500 

German households (Period: 7 June - 23 July 2017)  
 Focus groups (5 guided group discussions)  
 Expert elicitations 
 Discourse analysis 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies e.V. Highlights of the Thematic Area “Energy“ 
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1. What do people think about the 
energy transition in general and its 
objectives?  
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If you think of your personal contribution to the energy transition, which of 
the following statements is most applicable to you?  
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2. What do people think about the 
political implementation of the 
Energiewende?  
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Assessment of the Energiewende in Germany based on pairs of characteristics.  
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What do you think of the following statement:  

The costs of the Energiewende are borne by „ordinary people“, while the 
wealthy and the companies tend to profit from it.  

n=7,431 
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3. What do people think is a fair 
distribution of costs?  
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4. What do people think about the 
expansion of wind onshore?  



Social Sustainability Barometer of the Energy Transition 2017 19 Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies e.V. 



Social Sustainability Barometer of the Energy Transition 2017 20 Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies e.V. 

Citizen participation 



Social Sustainability Barometer of the Energy Transition 2017 21 Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies e.V. 



Social Sustainability Barometer of the Energy Transition 2017 22 Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies e.V. 

5. What do people think about the 
performance of the political 
decision makers?  
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6. What about the individual 
contribution to the energy 
transition?   
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Conclusion 
 1. The German population wants the energy 

transition!  
2. A fairer distribution of costs needed: 
High energy consumers (Industry and 

Households) should pay more. 
More social balancing.  

3. Expansion of wind onshore: more political 
participation is needed.  

4. Much more support for activating all 
sections of the population.     
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Thank you very much for your attention.  

Daniela Setton / Senior Research Associate  
daniela.setton@iass-potsdam.de  
 
 
 

Institut für transformative  
Nachhaltigkeitsforschung (IASS) 
Berliner Straße 130 
D – 14467 Potsdam 
Web: www.iass-potsdam.de 

mailto:daniela.setton@iass-potsdam.de
http://www.iass-potsdam.de/
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